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Introduction.  Energy in all its aspects will be a leading priority for the Navy and the 
DoD in the 21st century, and represents a major strategic opportunity for the University.  
NPS has taken a leadership role in standing up educational programs in energy, and seeks 
to expand its portfolio in energy research both to support our education programs, and to 
tap into a growing base of federal and private sponsors for energy-related work. 
Towards this end, the Research Board has endorsed a proposal to use a portion of our 
research initiative funding to hold a competition for a limited number of awards for “seed 
funding” or “feasibility studies” in the area of energy.  The purpose of the awards will be 
to develop, or further advance, new concepts to a level of maturity such that they could 
be submitted as highly-competitive proposals to sponsors for external funding.   
It is envisioned that we will select a small number of proposal for a modest level of 
funding with the expectation that the work will be completed within 3-6 months, to 
enable external proposals to be submitted to sponsors within FY12.   
A subcommittee of the Research Board is being appointed to review the proposals, the 
constitution of which broadly represents areas of energy research with particular 
DON/DOD relevance.  The primary metrics against which proposals will be reviewed are 
(i) originality of research, (ii) relevance to USN, USMC and other DOD needs, (iii) the 
potential to answer a central question which establishes or strengthens feasibility of the 
concept, and (iv) overall promise to lead to external support. 
Topics covered by this solicitation.  The Research Board welcomes any proposal in 
energy research, but especially those responding to the ‘goals and gaps’ identified by the 
Secretary of the Navy, Chief of Naval Operations, and the Commandant of the Marine 
Corps.  These include, but are not limited to: 
• Battery and fuel cell technologies 
• Biofuel production, testing and evaluation 
• Photovoltaic and other solar technologies 
• Geothermal, wind, and wave energy 
• Energy harvesting 
• Smart- and micro-grid technologies 
• Energy efficient materials; energy conservation 
• Lightening the load of the warfighter 
• Portable water purification systems 
• Expeditionary energy including application to HA/DR 
• Energy infrastructure protection 
• Carbon sequestration technologies 
• Operation consequences of global and regional climate change 





Proposal guidelines.  Proposals are limited to three (3) pages, including references and 
budget.  While the narrative is free-form, a compelling proposal should describe (i) the 
context of the research, i.e. why the overall research area is important to the DON/DOD, 
(ii) what sharply-focused question is being addressed and why it is critical for a future 
external proposal, (iii) what are the risks and unknowns in the proposed work, (iv) what 
agency or agencies you will submit a proposal to, (v) what is your assessment of the 
probability of success with the external proposal, and what is the anticipated Return-on-
Investment (ROI)?  While not the primary metric by which the proposals will be judged, 
refereed papers or conference submissions that you anticipate will result from the work 
will be considered an enhancing factor.  The standard NPS Signature Page is required.  
The “sponsor” on the signature page would be the “VP/Dean of Research.”  A proposal 
budget is also required.  The signature page and budget are not included in the three-page 
limit stated above.  The budget format is also free form and should detail labor required 
(time and cost) and any other direct costs.  There will be no indirect associated with these 
proposals.  It is anticipated that funding will be used principally for effort, although 
equipment or materials and supplies required for the work are also allowable.  Travel will 
not be supported unless directly related to the performance of the research. 
 
Please submit your proposal electronically to the VP/Dean of Research, Karl van Bibber, 
at research@nps.edu by 2 December 2011.  Results will be communicated by Friday, 16 
December.  Funding  for proposals selected for award will be available shortly thereafter.   
 
 
